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Mettemich did not permit the puppet princes, whose strings
were pulled from Vienna, to act independently of him.
King Ferdinand, therefore, having taken the oath to the
Constitution with peculiar solemnity, wrote to the Emperor
of Austria to protest that he had acted under duress, and
that the oath was consequently null and void. Austria was
only too glad to get an excuse for direct interference in
Southern Italy, more particularly as she was able to act on
a mandate from the Powers.
For some time past the Holy Allies had been regarding
with growing uneasiness the insurrectionary movements in
THE TROPPAU Southern Europe, and in October 1820, the
CONGRESS three Eastern Powers met in Conference at
Troppau in Bohemia, where Lord Stewart (Castlereagh's
brother) watched the proceedings on behalf of England.
On 19 November 1820, Russia, Austria and Prussia issued
a protocol in which the doctrines of the Holy Alliance were
set forth with startling explicitness. ' States which have
undergone a change of government due to revolution/ so it
ran,' the results of which threaten other States, ipso facto,
cease to be members of the European Alliance, and remain
excluded from it until their situation gives guarantees for
legal order and stability. . . . If, owing to such alterations,
immediate danger threatens other States, the Powers bind
themselves, by peaceful means, or if need be by arms, to
bring back the guilty State into the bosom of the Great
Alliance/
France expressed, in general terms, adherence to the pro-
tocol, but Castlereagh protested that the principle set forth
GREAT BRITAIN tterein was *m direct repugnance to the
AND THE HOLY fundamental laws of the United Kingdom '.
ALLIANCE From Troppau the Conference adjourned to
Laibach in Camiola (January 1821), and at Laibach a
mandate was given to Austria to send 80,000 men to Naples.
The Austrians marched, practically without resistance, upon
Naples; vengeance was exacted from all who had taken part
in the recent movement; the principles of legitimacy were
triumphantly reasserted, and a system of government was